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His friends report my father to have said, that the two great social questions impending in England were " the housing and education of the poor man before making him our master, and the higher education of women " ; and that the sooner woman finds out, before the great educational movement begins, that " woman is not un-developt man, but diverse," the better it will be for the progress of the world \
There have not been wanting those who have deemed the varied characters and imagery of the poem wasted on something of a fairy tale without the fairies2. But, in this instance as in others involving the supreme meaning and guidance of life, a parable is perhaps the teacher that can most surely enter in at all doors.
It was no mere dramatic sentiment, but one of my father's strongest convictions of the true relation between man and woman, which impelled him to write:
Let this proud watchword rest Of equal; seeing either sex alone Is half itself, and in true marriage lies Nor equal, nor unequal: each fulfils Defect in each, and always thought in thought, Purpose in purpose, will in will, they grow, The single pure and perfect animal, The two-cell'd heart beating, with one full stroke, Life.
1 Dawson, the Canadian editor of " The Princess," writes: " At the time of the publication of 'The Princess1 the surface-thought of England was intent solely upon Irish famines, corn-laws and free-trade.    It was only after many years that it became conscious of anything being wrong in the position of women...    No doubt such ideas were at the time ' in the air' in England, but the dominant, practical Philistinism scoffed at them as ' ideas' banished to America, that refuge for exploded European absurdities."
[I believe the Vindication of the Rights of Woman by Mary (Wollstone-craft) Godwin (1792) first turned the attention of the people of England to the " wrongs of women.11]
2 The following paragraphs  are based  on what my father said about the poem.